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ESV 2:1 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did

| not come proclaiming to you the testtimony of God |
with lotty speech or wisdom.
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22 The New International Greek Testament Commentary:

* we must infer that the root cause of Paul’s much fear and trembling
lay largely in his sense of responsibility before God to fulfill God’s
call to be an effective messenger of grace perhaps in conjunction with
some circumstance which added to his “weakness” about which we
can only speculate.

. * Yetin the end, fear and trembling serves most of all to place an .
antithetical contrast in view with the confident self-promotion of the
sophist’s visit. Paul is precisely not a visiting orator come to entertain
the crowds as an audience-pleasing performer.

* Nevertheless Paul’s description of his weakness may reflect his real
situation as well... (cf. )”. (5) L. Hartman has argued
that weakness is the “anti-rhetor” aspect of (ct. ).
The weak glories in the Lord (see below on ). 20
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ESV 2:5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men
but in the power of God.
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