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NLT 10:14 So, my dear friends, flee from the worship of idols.
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ZTwenty-First Century Biblical Commentary Series — The Book
of First Corinthians: Christianity in a Hostile Culture:

In light of God's judgment upon Israel, the writer warns, "flee
from idolatry" (v. 14). These words have a triple significance. They
contain a eoncern, because they are addressed to people whom
Paul loved. They express a command. And they hint of a
consequence, because in the exercise of their Christian liberty, the
Corinthians are edging dangerously close to idolatry. The writer
no doubt has in mind such texts as Exodus 32 and Judges 17. And
he is able to recall, from the experience of the Jewish nation, all
too painfully how easy it was for them to drift from the proper
worship of God to the worship of the true God with idols and
then to the worship of false gods.
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NLT 10: 15 You are reasonable people. Decide for yourselves if
what I am saying is true.

ISV: I am talking to sensible people. Apply what I am saying to

yourselves.
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NLT: Think about the people of Israel. Weren’t they united by
eating the sacrifices at the altar?

ISV: Look at the Israelis from a human point of view. Those who

eat the sacrifices share in what is on the altar, don't they?
22 H14:23-26
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2*: Twenty-First Century Biblical Commentary Series — The Book of
First Corinthians: Christianity in a Hostile Culture:

Participation in a fellowship meal involves a mutual sharing of the altar
(vv. 18-20). "Are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar?"
(v. 18). When a sacrifice was brought to the altar, it was not entirely
consumed. Rather, what was left was divided between the priest and the
one who brought the offering (cf. Lev. 7:15; 8:31; Deut. 12:18). Thus, it
became an act of mutual sharing and worship of God. Non-Jews
therefore were forbidden to attend the sacrificial feasts of the Jews, for
they involved mutual sharing and a joint worship of Jehovah. This
passage must not be construed to indicate that the Lord's Supper is a
sacrifice. The point of correspondence is not sacrifice, but
communion.
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NLT 10:19 What am I trying to say? Am I saying that food offered to idols has
some significance, or that idols are real gods?
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NLT 10:20 No, not at all. I am saying that these sacrifices are offered to

demons, not to God. And I don’t want vou to participate with demons.
5 y P P
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22 Twenty-First Century Biblical Commentary Series — The Book of
First Corinthians: Christianity in a Hostile Culture:

Paul's response is in effect: Yes, it is very true; an idol is nothing.
But the demons behind the idol are very real. "The things which
the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons, and not to God" (v.
- 20). What is of grave concern to the apostle is that behind the

idols are fallen angels—evil spirits. This is in keeping with
Deuteronomy 32:17 and Psalm 95:5. Since Paul has already
established that these religious feasts involve fellowship with the
altar, should the believers attend a heathen feast, they will be
become "sharers in demons” (v. 20). And this was the last thing
Paul hoped for his young converts at Corinth.
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NLT 10:21 You cannot drink from the cup of the Lord and from

the cup of demons, too. You cannot eat at the Lord’s Table and at
. the table of demons, too.
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*EELOEGFESE  SREENFR (BE) J -
. NLT 10:22 What? Do we dare to rouse the Lord’s jealousy? .
Do you think we are stronger than he is?

ISV: 10:22 gt you'll provoke the Lord to jealousy, won't
you? Are we stronger than he is?




2The New International Commentary on the New Testament —
The First Epistle to the Corinthians, Revised: |
This final set of questions brings the argument as it was resumed at '
the beginning (10:1) to its conclusion as a strong word of warning. |
The questions are joined to the preceding sentence by an

untranslated “or,” which implies that it offers some kind of
. alternative to what was just said. Most likely Paul intends: “ Or will
you continue eating at both meals, and thus arouse the Lord’s
jealousy, as Israel did in the desert?”
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22: The New International Commentary on the New Testament —
The First Epistle to the Corinthians, Revised:

Most likely this is the final warning that God’s “jealousy” cannot
be challenged with impunity. Those who would put God to the test
by insisting on their right to what Paul insists is idolatry are in
effect taking God on, challenging him by their actions, daring God
to act. Secure in their own foolhardiness, they think of themselves
as so “strong’ that they can challenge Christ himself (cf. Isa. 45:9-
10). But their folly, implied in an earlier exhortation (9:25) and
given in the preceding warning (10:12), is that they will thereby fail
to gain the final eschatological prize. In any event, the question
calls for “an emphatic negative response.” .
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